more than words can describe and even though you were thousands of miles away, you are always there for me.
Lastly, I would like to thank my partner in life, Michael Watson. Thank you for moving across the country with me so that I could pursue a career in academia. I could not have done any of this without your love and support. Thank you for the shoulder to cry on and for helping me grow each and every day for the past six years. I look forward to our life together and am so grateful that you will be with me as this project continues. This study focuses on the role of women in the Nicaraguan revolution by examining the Sandinista's attempt to integrate prostitutes into a new socialist society.
Prostitution offers a way to understand how the Sandinistas tried to alter social and cultural norms in the revolutionary period. This attempt to integrate prostitutes (according to the Sandinistas, the group most economically marginalized by capitalism) into the public allowed the INSSBI project provided financial independence to these women, altering gender-power dynamics in society and giving them the opportunity to have a public voice. The revolutionary government emphasized ideology as a way to correct the faults of the capitalist and patriarchal society under Somoza, which shows the Sandinista vii focus on gender equality in the formation of the new revolutionary state. With an understanding of the revolutionary government's attitude toward prostitution, we can begin to understand the complex gender relations and power in late 20 th century Nicaragua.
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
On June 21, 1981, the headline of the Nicaraguan newspaper, La Prensa, read, "Several Women Arrested: Police Unleash War on Prostitution." Two images accompanied the article, one of which depicted five men thrusting their weight against the shambles of a home constructed of cardboard and tin, as several men and women stand in the background. The other photograph showed a group of men swinging sticks at a dilapidated home. The most striking component of the picture, however, is not the group of enraged adults, but rather the young boy in the bottom corner. A child no more than twelve years old holds a stone the size of his torso as he prepares to throw it, with his sight set on the house. The image of the young boy suggests how the controversial issue of prostitution was not solely a police matter, but one that involved members of a community in Nicaragua's capital, Managua. The article reported in a seemingly straightforward manner, "More than fifty women of the frivolous life were captured on the afternoon of June 18 th in the vicinity of the Oriental Market [in northern Managua], in a police operation against prostitution, which left one woman injured and 30 shacks of wood and cardboard destroyed." María Cruz, one of the arrested women, explained, "we have to sell our bodies to eat." 1 As she held her head to stop the bleeding from her clash with the police, her face contorted in misery, Cruz stood by the pile of rubble that had been her neighborhood before the men dismantled the aforementioned buildings with sticks and stones. Over the next couple of days, four police units, agents of the Policía del Orden Interno (Internal Order Police, POI), and two hundred other individuals set out to eradicate prostitution, in the process destroying over thirty houses in Managua. (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) in 1979, FSLN members, the Sandinistas, inherited the political and social problems of the preceding government. Strongly influenced by socialist ideology, the Sandinistas led a revolution (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) ) that sought to change multiple aspects of Nicaraguan society, including the economic role of women. The FSLN believed that, as a foundational aspect of the Nicaraguan revolution, the government must consider "the level of health and welfare of the people" as an "essential priority of the revolutionary program." In its desire to provide social services, in remained an understudied topic in the historiography, has had lasting consequences into the postSandinista era. Nicaragua, 1979 -1999 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001 (2000), Guy takes a historical approach to discuss the origins of "white slavery."
Methodology and Sources
She explores nineteenth-century debates between Europeans and Argentines over moral reformation and legalization of prostitution to tackle public health concerns, including strategies for combating venereal diseases. Both works introduce gender into the discussion of state politics and economics; however, Guy's work does not go into great detail regarding the context of government policies. 10 Aside from Guy's work, this historiography on prostitution, which has raised many avenues for further research, falls roughly into two camps: studies on public health and international human rights. For instance, Gustavo Leal's succinct regional report examines sex tourism and prostitution in Central America in an attempt to find institutional responses to combat these issues. 11 Other works concern human rights and sex trafficking, such as those of the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI), which analyzes the trafficking of women and children and commercial sexual exploitation in Central America and the Caribbean at the beginning of the twenty-first century. These works, with the exception of Guy's, though useful for improving global health policy and human rights, are more prescriptive than descriptive. nuanced interpretation of its social and cultural effect on Latin American society. While studies of prostitution exist, they are limited to the functionality of the sex trade and government reactions toward the institution, rather than an analysis of its interaction with society.
In contrast, the literature on Nicaragua in this period (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) has not focused specifically on prostitution, but rather the broader narrative of women in the Nicaraguan Kampwirth, Women and Guerrilla Movements, [36] [37] 2. among the Sandinistas. Montoya argues that as the Sandinista state became an instrument of social change, it reflected the social hierarchies within state institutions, asserting male power over women's legal status. 14 Bayard de Volo proposes that the Nicaraguan revolution should be viewed through a gendered lens, suggesting that the revolutionary process fostered a gendered discourse. The FSLN used maternal images to encourage support and recruit women to join the revolution. This discourse was both empowering in that it allowed women the political space to declare their views, but hindered their discourse to aspects regarding motherhood.
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Scholars of Nicaragua have given some attention to the topic of prostitution. The most compelling analysis on Nicaraguan prostitution prior to the revolution is Victoria González's work on politics and women's sexuality. González argues that women supported the Somoza regime because the "populist clientelism" of the dictatorship was an "intimate reciprocal" system that met their economic and political needs. 16 González demonstrates the complex nature of prostitution during Somoza-era Nicaragua and concludes that the prostitute became associated with the corruption of the government. 17 She contends that the presence of women in the public sphere, through the institutionalization of prostitution, political mobilization of some prostitutes, and the employment of thousands of women by the Somoza government, threatened Nicaraguan machismo society. 18 González implies that the FSLN linked prostitution to capitalist oppression because it "fit well into revolutionary critiques of capitalism," and that a more serious discussion of prostitution would have led to a debate on sexism, which did not occur during the revolution. 
Historical Background
It is important to understand the rise of the Somoza dictatorship as a way to comprehend why the Sandinistas came to power and their policies toward prostitution. After several failed promises to build a canal in Nicaragua, in 1902 the United States set its sights on Panama and built a canal. The U.S. Marines then occupied Nicaragua from 1912 to 1933 to prevent another foreign power from disrupting its economic interests and building a rival passage to the Panama Canal. The presence of the U.S. Marines fueled a guerrilla war led by Augusto César Sandino's peasant movement (1927) (1928) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1932) (1933) With his new position and the absence of foreign occupation, Somoza formed the Partido Liberal Nacionalista (Nationalist Liberal Party, PLN), controlled the National Guard, and ordered Sandino killed, paving the way for his own tenure in power (1937-1947 and 1950-1956) , and those of his sons, Luis Somoza Debayle (1956) (1957) (1958) (1959) (1960) (1961) (1962) (1963) , and Anastasio Somoza Debayle (1967-1972 and 1974-1979 benefit. According to González, many prostitutes remained in poverty because, even though they made money, a large portion of their earnings went to their madams or the fines paid to the National Guard.
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Somoza's Nicaragua was inconsistent in its attitude toward prostitution. While the National Guard thrived off of prostitution, Nicaraguan legislators declared prostitution (and those who fostered the trade) illegal. González notes this contradictory situation occurred out of the PLN's public display of sexuality, which promoted male promiscuity, prostitution, and rape of women. This national agenda was full of inconsistencies as, on the one hand, the PLN held one of the most inclusive nation-building agendas for women by including them in projects as lowpaid workers. On the other hand, the Somozas represented promiscuity through their many extramarital affairs and institutionalized prostitution. 25 The National Guard played a tenuous role as both enforcer against and benefactor of the commercial sex trade. To negotiate this position, National Guard members fined or imprisoned independent operators that did not pay extortionary bribes. 26 As Helen Collinson points out in her investigation on women and the revolution, the Guardia was heavily involved in prostitution; brothel owners paid a fee to the Guard and in exchange Guard members returned runaway prostitutes. 27 The National Guard not only turned a blind eye to brothels, but also actively participated in the operation of commercial sex. unable to deal with rapidly deteriorating economic conditions. To make matters worse, an increasing number of foreign private investors pulled out of Nicaragua to protect their assets.
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Some citizens believed prostitution increased during this time, as the economic situation negatively affected individuals' ability to support their families. One study found that over 50 percent of Nicaragua's prostitutes had entered the institution out of dire economic need. 32 To put it differently, the economic problems of the 1970s placed greater hardships on urban women, meaning more women needed a source of income. It was in this context of a struggling economy that the FSLN gained control of Nicaragua, and it was this type of commercialized prostitution they tried to combat.
32 Collinson and Broadbent, Women and Revolution in Nicaragua, 70, 69; , the INSSBI-CAV found that out of the 81 prostitutes interviewed in Managua, 44 said their condition for admission into prostitution was out of a "pressing economic situation," 17 joined out of "economic need and abandonment by their partner," 8 entered to "earn more money," and 12 were sold into the trade. For more information see, Jackeline Cuevas, Prostitución en Nicaragua: Una experiencia de reeducación, proyecto INSSBI-CAV, 1983 (Managua, Nicaragua: Centro de Documentación de la Mujer, 1987), 25-30.
CHAPTER 2: SANDINISTAS AND THE PROSTITUTA: CREATION OF INSSBI AND INSSBI-CAV PROGRAM

Origins of the Reform Campaign
The initial effort by the Sandinistas to reform prostitution was difficult and inconsistent.
An examination of the origins of the reform process shows the various ways the FSLN tried to reform society and, more specifically, responded to prostitution. The Sandinista government took several steps to reform prostitution. Its first action consisted of redefining prostitution. 33 After overthrowing the regime of Somoza Debayle in July 1979, the Sandinistas wasted no time getting started in their effort to remodel society. The very next month, in August 1979, the revolutionary government issued a decree known as the Law on the Maintenance of Order and Public Security, which ordered a penalty of three months to two years in public works against those found guilty of vandalism, public drunkenness, drug addiction, and prostitution. The law also called for the incarceration up to four years of those engaged in sex trafficking. 34 The FSLN imposed these harsher restrictions on immoral behavior because it wanted to combat corruption and crime in Nicaraguan society. The following year the government issued Decree No. 488 to amend the previous penalty against vandalism, drunkenness and drug addiction, and prostitution.
The new edict raised the penalty to two years. 35 According to the Organization of American States (OAS), these laws would punish those who caused harm to the stability of the country.
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The FSLN used police action to reform prostitution and improve society as the next step toward social change. As demonstrated by the scene of the battered brothel and bloodied woman 33 analyze prostitution as a social problem" and aid in the reeducation process. 54 As part of this initiative, the INSSBI went out on patrol with the police a few times a week to visit stilloperating brothels and invite them to join for classes.
A Revolutionary Gender Ideology: Anti-capitalism, Anti-Somoza, and Anti-patriarchy Capitalism, as the Institute saw it, exacerbated the conditions of prostitution, which involved trafficking, pimps, mistreatment of women, and economic exploitation. Prostitution, under a capitalist system, became an "open market" that led to the commercialization of sex.
This was the case, according to INSSBI, during the Somoza regime, as the National Guard openly conducted business in the commercial sex trade. Capitalism was also tied to bourgeois (upper class) notions of patriarchy. The INSSBI believed that patriarchy was linked to economic systems and modes of production. A patriarchal society did not create the oppression of women, but rather inherited and adapted it. 55 Thus, prostitution was not just the evil byproduct of capitalism, but the justification for man's domination of women. With capitalist ideology rooted in the problem of prostitution, the Sandinistas believed they needed a revolutionary process to change prostitution and overall society.
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The FSLN related the exploitation of prostitutes with capitalism and associated the rise in prostitution with the economic policies of the Somoza dynasty. In its study on prostitution, the INSSBI noted the ideological considerations for eliminating prostitution. Drawing upon Scott's use of gender, my research illustrates how prostitution gave men the illusion of having power over another human being, one that could be bought with money. Seen in this way, the INSSBI defined prostitution not simply as an economic problem, but an ideological one; the ruling class defended prostitution for its own interests. 57 The Institute further explained that capitalism converted prostitution into an open commodity to further support for bourgeois domination. In the minds of the Sandinistas, capitalism exacerbated prostitution because of the disparity of wealth and extreme levels of poverty to which citizens were subjected. Within this system, the 55 INSSBI, Estudio sobre la prostitución en Nicaragua, 10, 17, 15. 56 Cuevas, Prostitución en Nicaragua, 20, 31. 57 INSSBI, Estudio sobre la prostitución en Nicaragua, 5, 46. prostitute became part of the economic and social sector that produced the movement of money. 58 With such an ingrained role in the capitalist economy and macho (the domination of one sex over another) society, the Sandinistas believed that a change in cultural values and education could eliminate prostitution.
The FSLN believed that the revolutionary process itself could change prostitution through paternalistic efforts to reeducate the prostitute. The INSSBI-CAV advocated for the use of ideology, public education, the media, and state institutions, including the police, in order to deal with prostitution. The INSSBI explained that, "in the work of workshops and selfrecognition made in the Reeducation Program, [prostitutes] recognize that now their [lives are] freer and that they do not suffer the same violence and abuses as before." Economic factors created prostitution on two levels: first, women in dire economic need were forced to enter the profession; and second, the desire and subsequent market for sex created the conditions for prostitution. The study concluded that the "economic factor, although it appears as the main determinant, is, in short, only the initiator of a process that is already predetermined socially by bourgeois ideology." Therefore, while economic need created a prostitute, it was capitalism that fostered prostitution. One of the interviewed prostitutes, highlighting the emphasis on revolutionary ideology and liberation from the capitalist system, concluded, "'I obtained my freedom with the triumph of the Revolution. '" 59 In this way, according to the Sandinistas, the Nicaraguan revolution freed the prostitute, liberating her from her economic and social position.
For the revolutionary government, the prostitute and her brothel became symbols of the former capitalist Nicaragua under the Somoza regime. As the INSSBI described, "prostitution in Cuevas, Prostitución en Nicaragua, 19, 16, 15. 59 Ibid., [45] [46] 43, 24, 20, 57 . The article did not provide the name for the prostitute interviewed. 64 This process of change from the top was slow as notions of the prostitute as a morally corrupted woman ran deep. One policeman retorted, "'These women don't do it out of necessity, they do it because they like it.'" 65 As previously mentioned, the INSSBI-CAV center prepared seminars for policemen to change these social attitudes, often with mixed results. 66 The revolutionary government took efforts to eliminate the old system of brothels through legal means. After the revolutionary triumph the Sandinista government decreed prostitution illegal.
Following the prohibition, the Sandinista police conducted a series of operations closing brothels, which served as the "fatal blow to the old system of prostitution, since after the operation there were no more than twenty establishments in Managua." 67 The image of the brothel represented not only capitalism and corruption, but also patriarchy. The INSSBI blamed the patriarchal order for social divisions based on sex. To put it simply, the INSSBI believed that patriarchy was at fault for the phenomenon of prostitution. The unequal relations of power between men and women manifested themselves in fields other than sexuality, including in the realms of economics, politics, and social relations. 68 The INSSBI maintained that the domination of men over women imposed different roles on women as mothers, domestic workers, concubines, and prostitutes. 69 Patriarchy created sexual typologies and different moral standards. In this regard, the INSSBI contended that "the patriarchal system has generated an entire ideology, the macho ideology, which consecrates the domination of one sex for another." 70 This macho ideology was expressed in the economy, society, and gendered morality, in the process perpetuating the myths of masculinity and femininity. 71 As the INSSBI clarified, when they were excluded from the workforce, women were forced to offer their body in a machista society.
72
The prostitute, under this patriarchal macho system, became oppressed and lost control over her world. Prostitution was seen as necessary not only by men, but by the prostitutes too.
The Institute found that nearly 70 percent of the prostitutes interviewed believed prostitution reduced violence and rape against married women. Testimonies such as this illustrate the dual conception of sex, namely that men had "uncontrollable" desires and women were used to satisfy them. Faced by economic necessity and a male demand, women who entered prostitution became further oppressed by the institution itself. Prostitutes could not reject clients or their requests and brothel owners restricted their mobility outside the brothel. Some prostitutes could leave the brothel freely, but there were mechanisms set in place to keep them indebted. Many prostitutes, upon entering the brothel, were compelled to sign a contract, which took the cost of clothes, food, rent, and liquor consumed by the client out of their profits.
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The prostitute became the symbol of the moral corruption of the Somoza regime, tainted by capitalistic greed and patriarchal control. As González suggests, the Sandinista revolutionary government benefitted from denouncing the Somoza regime's acceptance of prostitution and the publicized Sandinista police operations. Her study, while fundamental for the understanding of women and politics in the somocismo, does not move beyond the Somoza era. 74 I argue that this notion of equating prostitution with capitalistic corruption was propelled and utilized by the FSLN in order to change society through reeducation. By reaching those most harmed by 71 Ibid. 72 Ibid., 36. 73 Ibid., [38] [39] [56] [57] . 74 González, "From Feminism to Somocismo, [206] [207] 196. capitalism (and Somoza), the Sandinistas believed they could fundamentally change cultural norms and society. This meant that real wages in the formal economy became inadequate for subsistence, pushing more individuals to find work in the informal sector, such as prostitution. Faced with this dilemma, the Sandinistas continued subsidizing social services, including education programs.
The Limits of the INSSBI-CAV
The cost of defending the country both physically and ideologically, led to further inflation and an enormous deficit. 79 During the 1980s, the economic strain forced the INSSBI to limit its social services and social welfare mission. While noting its achievements, the Institute admitted the hardships it faced. The INSSBI commented that the economic situation "force us to become increasingly austere, more thrifty, more disciplined and productive in the work, redoubled efforts to drum, with the rhythm demanded by the subsistence economy and the defense of the Homeland, the Revolution and the Peace." 80 Budget cuts affected the reeducation program, for it led to the elimination of a nursery project, which adversely affected the former prostitutes and caused a sense of disappointment. 81 With inflation, budget cuts, and the continuation of war, the INSSBI-CAV reeducation program for prostitutes came to a close in 1987.
Lasting Consequences
From 1987 to the end of the revolution in 1990, Nicaragua lost the notion of a "revolutionary" myth and spirit promoted by both the FSLN and AMNLAE. These associations, according to one scholar, "struggled in support of the interests of all the oppressed." 82 This reality became clear when the FSLN, in an effort to keep the party together, shut down AMNLAE's efforts to further a feminist agenda. In 1989, the Sandinistas eliminated AMNLAE's internal election process, abolished its national leadership, and imposed its own officials willing to maintain the official position on women. 83 The message was clear: the republic came before gender equality. No longer having the political space within the FSLN, women had to find another way to advance women's rights. These political changes contributed to the development of a non-governmental feminist movement after the revolution. 84 Economic hardship from the war, however, thwarted the integration process and limited women's space in the economy. Florence Babb, who examines the period after the Nicaraguan revolution, traces the development of a neoliberal society and the growth of an informal economy. She argues that the neoliberal economy that emerged in the 1990s limited economic opportunities for women. Despite Sandinista efforts to integrate prostitutes into the economy, as Babb explains, the economic pressures from the Contra War hindered this process. Babb suggests that the turn toward a neoliberal economy in the 1990s further erased spaces in the city for women, diminishing their ability to participate in the broader economy. Prior to 1987, the Sandinista revolution provided a greater access to the public sphere for women, but because of logistical circumstances, longstanding social values, and institutional factors such as police operations, it fell short of achieving social equality.
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Despite the Sandinista's inability to continue social services, the INSSBI-CAV project to reeducate prostitutes contributed to the discussion on women and gender. The leaders of the rehabilitation program promoted women's liberation. As Cuevas, the director of the INSSBI-CAV project noted, reeducation was a process in which women became protagonists in their own renovation. 86 Within a patriarchal society, the macho male considered his wife and children to be his property. However, because of the revolution and its ideology, Nicaraguans could begin the conversation on gender equality and altering women's roles. The FSLN saw the revolution as leading to the liberation of the prostitute. Recognizing the institutions that exploited her, she could now visualize a society in which she "lives a more independent and autonomous life, owns her actions and her will." 87 The Nicaraguan revolution held a specific interest in women. The real struggle to oblige men to understand equality had only begun. 
CHAPTER 3: CONCLUSION
Prostitution offers a lens for viewing Nicaraguan society during the revolution, particularly for understanding how the Sandinistas attempted to alter social and cultural norms.
The INSSBI, in particular, saw prostitution not as a moral issue, but as a social consequence of the faulty economic system of capitalism. The Institute's efforts to reform prostitution demonstrate its determination to eliminate the remaining legacy from the Somoza period. In this way, the prostitute and her brothel became symbols of that era, one dominated by capitalism, controlled by patriarchy, and disillusioned with corruption. Reeducation and social welfare programs were ways through which the Sandinistas directly attempted to change ideology and social norms. This process of reeducation and the creation of new economic opportunities altered prostitution in Nicaragua, from the burdel (brothel) under the Somoza dynasty to the calle (street) during the revolution. This shift also gave women and former prostitutes the chance to become part of the economic and public sphere. This effort to change ideology and to create a more inclusive economy for women had lasting consequences into the post-Sandinista age.
While this study fills in historiographical gaps regarding public policy toward prostitution during the Sandinista government, it illuminates many more questions for future research.
Scholars would do well in providing a more comprehensive analysis of prostitution throughout the twentieth century and examine the role of the state and that of the prostitute from Sandino to Somoza and from the Sandinista to the feminista (feminist) movement of the late twentieth century. There are several ways to approach the topic of prostitution. During my investigation, I
found evidence of male prostitution in Managua. This ignites questions about gender and sexuality that begs future exploration. 89 How did male prostitution work within the ideology of machismo? How does male prostitution (and potentially homosexuality) influence our understanding of masculinity within Nicaraguan society? Additionally, the historiography regarding the threat that prostitution posed to sanitary health is sparse. Nicaraguan newspapers reported a perceived increase in venereal disease during the 1970s. This topic needs consideration. Why did venereal disease seem to be on the rise? Only after examining the continuities and changes toward the institution of prostitution, can we begin to understand the complex relationship between gender and power in modern Nicaragua.
